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LEF Moving Image Fund Awards $30,000 in 2016 Pre-Production 
Grants to Independent Documentary Filmmakers 

The LEF Foundation has just announced 6 grants totaling $30,000 in pre-production funding to New England-

based independent documentary filmmakers. 

The LEF Moving Image Fund invests in innovative feature-length documentary films that demonstrate excellence 

in technique, strong storytelling ability, and originality of artistic vision and voice. 

“While modest, a $5,000 grant at the beginning stage of a creative project has tremendous value, as it validates 

and further leverages support and interest in their project,” said LEF Executive Director Lyda Kuth. 

This year’s selected projects represent works by both new and experienced directors, and the works address a 

broad range of subject matter and a variety of approaches to the documentary form. All of these filmmakers 

bring a strong creative eye to their work and share a unique intimacy with their subjects. 

 “What I’m most proud of,” said Kuth, “is the role we play as a local funder, close to the ground, who is 

identifying and bringing broad recognition to talent in our region. It’s a local funder who can play this role, and 

in the world of documentary film, this kind of early support is rare.”  

The grantees are:  

Pre-Production  

 

  Jeff Bemiss & Lisa Molomot – Missing in Brooks County ($5,000) 
MISSING IN BROOKS COUNTY portrays a small town in South Texas at the 
epicenter of a growing refugee crisis. As undocumented Latin Americans 
fleeing violence attempt a 30-mile trek around a federal checkpoint in 
Falfurrias, TX, scores are dying on vast, private ranches. Thousands have 
been buried anonymously on American soil and forgotten. But a team of 
female forensic scientists are exhuming them, on a mission to name 
every missing migrant in Brooks County. 

    
 

 
 

 Ellen Brodsky – Bringing it Home ($5,000)                                                        
Texan history students, including many Mexican-Americans and US vets, 
embark on a 1,000 mile field trip from the Alamo to the Military Museum 
in Springfield, Illinois in a wild bid to repatriate the wooden leg of 
Mexico’s infamous President Santa Anna. The plot is an epic road trip; the 
film's real story examines what we bring home from war - as individuals 
and nations - and how history can unexpectedly be healing. 



 

  Laurie Kahn – Y2Y: A Bold Experiment ($5,000)                                             
A 22-bed homeless shelter for young adults – completely run by young 
adults – has just opened in Harvard Square. Y2Y: A BOLD EXPERIMENT 
will document obstacles, hard choices, and triumphs over the next three 
years as homeless young adults and idealistic university students work 
together to create a safe environment for an extremely vulnerable 
population, and explore the possibility of replicating their efforts in 
other cities. 

 

 

 Alex Morelli – The White Pine Project ($5,000)                                            
Founded as a stagecoach stop and mining town hundreds of miles from 
the nearest major city, Ely has always attracted wandering souls. But 
since the construction of Nevada's maximum security prison, the 
community has played host to a different sort of traveller—the families 
and loved ones of those condemned to lifetimes behind bars. THE 
WHITE PINE PROJECT takes us down lonely highways, through ghost 
towns, and across long distance phone calls, glimpsing Ely through the 
eyes of its outsiders. 

 

 

   
Ben Pender-Cudlip – Tethys ($5,000)                                                         
Bob Schuler’s opus is a gallery at the bottom of the sea, a collection of 
art sunk into the ooze and muck. It is an undersea necklace encircling 
the earth, composed of granite cubes and designed to last at least least 
50 million years. Tethys is an experimental documentary essay about 
Schuler's quixotic "around the world ocean burial."  
 

   

 

  Soon-Mi Yoo & Haden Guest – Traveling Gods ($5,000)                        
TRAVELING GODS is an essay film exploring the strikingly different paths 
taken by Christianity in Korea and Japan and examining how Korea 
became the most Christian nation in Asia today while Japan remains the 
least evangelized country in the world. Traveling through the 
intertwined histories of Christianity in these neighboring countries, the 
film examines the complex role played by Buddhism, Confucianism and 
Western imperialism in both countries’ different receptions of a foreign 
God. 

In addition to this group of grantees, LEF will award another $165,000 to films in the production and post-
production stages later in the year. In total, LEF will be distributing $195,000 in funding to documentary 
production over the course of our 2017 fiscal year.  

The next grant deadline is 27 January 2017 for projects seeking production or post-production support. Please 
check www.lef-foundation.org for details regarding LEF Moving Image Fund guidelines and eligibility. For more 
information on the Foundation or its funded projects, please contact Program Director Sara Archambault: 
617.492.5333 or sara@lef-foundation.org. 

We extend our warmest congratulations to this group of grantees and our best wishes for success to all the 
projects reviewed for this deadline.  
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